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Free at Last!

he three men pictured here have
spent more than a century in Missouri prisons. Keith Brown El, on
the left, served 36 years and was released in
2008. In the middle is Enoch Sellassie,
released last October after 30 years. Pictured on the right is Cornell Jackson El,
who spent an incredible 47 years behind
the walls. Cornell
was just released in
November 2018.
Together the three
men served 113
years in Missouri
prisons.
This reunion
photo was taken at a
pot luck gathering at
Hedy’s place on
December 8. The
returnees had joined
us the day before at
our monthly meeting. It was a joyful
occasion as we welcomed Enoch and
Cornell. We’re still
waiting for Cornell’s co-defendant, George
Williams, to be released. His sister Shirley
Sutton has waited nearly 50 years for that
happy day.
One of our most faithful
members, Shirley received a
Humanitarian award at our last
conference and was elected to
our Board of Directors.

Web: www.missouricure.org

by Hedy Harden

Briefly, a prisoner must contact CJM at
least six months prior to release, usually
through their caseworker. There is a vetting
process that takes place before the person is
accepted into the program. Once released,
each successful candidate is immediately
placed into a fully furnished apartment,

A

Ronnie (Axell) Amiyn

where rent is free for the first three months.
A mobile phone is provided immediately.
Help is given in finding employment as
well as with clothing and food.
Regular group support meetings are held. For
the fourth month, the parolee
pays 10% of the rent. It goes
up monthly in 10% increments until the program ends.
t our January meeting
At the end of a year, the men
in St. Louis we welare well on their way to being
comed Lamar Sears and
self-sufficient when they move
Ronnie (Axell) Amiyn, who
to their own apartments. They
were recently released after 10
are even permitted to keep the
and 25 years, respectively. I’d met Lamar
furniture if they wish.
at the Criminal Justice Ministries Christmas
The program has a high rate of success
Party on December 20. The two men told
in preventing recidivism and helping men
us about the CJM Housing program, which successfully readjust to society. 
is a splendid model for successful re-entry.
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CJM Re-entry
Housing
Programs
CJM’s re-entry housing
programs provide year-long
supportive housing and
wrap-around services to
former prisoners. Release to
Rent houses men who have
been incarcerated for ten
years or more. The Release
to Rent Veterans program
serves veterans with a history
of criminal justice
involvement.
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CURE is NOT a service organization. We
are an all-volunteer non-profit criminal
justice advocacy organization. CURE
has NO legal services—please do NOT
send legal papers. We advocate for
criminal justice reform, but we cannot
take on individual cases.

CURE believes that prisons should be
only for those who MUST be incarcerated and that prisons should only exist
for the purposes of education and
rehabilitation. CURE is a membership
organization. We work hard to provide
our members with the information and
tools necessary to help them understand
the criminal justice system and to
advocate for positive change.

Tribute from a Prisoner:

W

Ghost

ith all these years in prison, I believe I’ve come to feel
what a ghost must feel, forced to be a Spectator in a
world where I’ve been long forgotten—neither here nor
there, as life goes on around me.
Some have forgotten that they were ever part of the world.
They go around hating the world and the people in it.
Others remember all too well. They long to be part of that
world again, to be seen, to be heard, to be relevant.
Every once in a while, for however brief it may be, someone
like you sees us, really sees us. Not for what you all are told to
see—a ghost—but for what lies beneath. For those who haven’t
forgotten, and do not want to forget, who still cherish and hang on
to our humanity, it means the world to us.
So yes, behind these four walls I’ve most definitely come to feel
what a ghost must feel.
But I am not a ghost, and this is how I know…
Because you see me.
Sincerely Thankful,
Prince Keyon Dawkins El
1179581 SECC

ACLU seeks interviews about deaths in custody
The ACLU of Missouri is interested in
speaking with family members, loved
ones and friends of those who have died
while incarcerated in Missouri jails or
prisons.
By undertaking
this research, the civil
rights organization
hopes to understand
why people are dying
in custody and whether
it is a systemic issue.
The research will help
to determine policy recommendations, as
well as legal intervention strategies.
Ninety-seven people died in state
and federal prison facilities in Missouri
in 2014, according to the U.S. Bureau of
Justice Statistics, a 58 percent increase
from deaths in 2001.
The ACLU of Missouri receives
about 2,200 complaints a year from Missourians regarding their constitutional
rights and civil rights violations. A significant number of these complaints involve the reporting of deaths in custody.
“When people come in contact with

the criminal justice system, there is an
intake process to determine a person’s
medical and mental health concerns
while incarcerated,” said Elaine Sutton,
ACLU of Missouri legal support coordinator. “There may be things
that could’ve been addressed
during that process that may
have been minimized or overlooked, resulting in unnecessary and untimely deaths.”
The organization is
working with two students from
the Brown School of Social Work at
Washington University in St. Louis on
this “Death-In-Custody and Maternal
Health Project” research. A report of
findings and recommendations will be
developed at the end of the project.
The ACLU of Missouri’s Intake
Complaint Unit is open for calls at 314652-3114, ext. 305, between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m. Monday through Friday. People can
make requests for in-person interviews.
In-person interviews will be held on
Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. beginning
February 26, 2019. 
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Segregation/Solitary Watch

ccording to Jeffrey Kaye
writing on Medium, the ACLU
obtained recently declassified
documents revealing collaboration since
the early 2000s between the CIA’s Office of Medical Service (OMS) and the
Federal Bureau of Prison (BOP) in sharing interrogation and torture techniques
used at the CIA’s Salt Pit black site in
Afghanistan and the BOP’s
supermax ADX Florence
prison in Colorado. These
techniques included shortshackling, force-feeding,
and sleep deprivation,
along with solitary confinement, which was listed as a
“standard” interrogation technique.
Amy Fettig, the Deputy Director of the
ACLU National Prison Project, said,
“The fact that the CIA took lessons
from our own prisons to learn how to
torture people really tells you all you
need to know about the use of solitary
confinement in
America.”

C

rosscut published an opinion
piece calling for an end to the use
of solitary confinement on adults
in King County jails in Seattle WA.
While King County reached a settlement earlier this year banning the use of
solitary for youth, the author wrote,
“When people turn eighteen, they aren’t
suddenly immune to the negative impacts of isolation.” The
particularly damaging
effects of solitary on adolescent brain development
have been highlighted as a
reason to eliminate the
use of solitary on youth,
but the development of
the prefrontal cortex has been found to
last until age 25—not end at the age of
eighteen. A 2017 Disability Rights
Washington report also found that King
County has a mental health unit that
holds people with psychiatric disabilities in solitary for 23 hours daily, a
practice highly condemned for its exac-

erbation of mental illness.

A

commentary in the Scientific
American written by a PhD
student at the Center for Neural
Science at New York University compared the oversight of animal research
labs with the lack of oversight of the use
of solitary in U.S. prisons and jails.
“Unlike lab animals,” she wrote,
“which are protected by law when it
comes to their health and well-being,
the treatment of people in solitary confinement requires no reporting to, let
alone consulting with, any oversight
committee.” The heavily enforced
guidelines from the Animal Welfare Act
prohibit the isolation of animals, except
for extenuating circumstances, but even
then, virtual companions are to be provided. The author calls for society to be
“at least as thoughtful about ensuring
healthy housing conditions for humans
in prison as we are for animals in the
lab.” 

“James Earl Ray did not kill Dr. Martin Luther King”
Judge Joe Brown's Interview on VLADTV.COM

Reporter: When you wer e ar ound 19 year s Ray did not kill Dr. Martin Luther King?
old Martin Luther King got assassinated?
JJB: He didn't kill him. It's inter esting
Judge Joe Brown: Naw, I was older than
that the homicide file for the Memphis Police
that, I was a senior in college.
Department reaches the same conclusion
back in 1968. They entered their file in proR: OK, so you wer e
test to the DA’s office. Their conclusion was
about 22 or so?
that Ray is not the gunman. He was not even
in Memphis that day—we know conclusively
JJB: I was 21.
where he was.
R: 21, OK. So you
R: So why do you think he
clearly remember as an
got convicted for murder?
adult the impact of that
situation?
JJB: Well he didn't get conJJB: Well, for me, that was a small imvicted, he pled guilty. You
pact. I wound up being the last judge hearing have to understand that the
the James Earl Ray matter, did he in fact
News media puts it out as if
assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King? And had he was the self-confessed killer of King.
he not died and his local attorney not died in That's not true. All through the transcript, the
close succession, it would've been my findentirety of the record he never confessed and
ing that he was not the gunman. That Reoften he said I never said I killed King; I
mington 760 Game Master they've got in the didn't kill him. I am pleading because of
civil rights museum is not the murder weap- Alford—that’s A-L-F-O-R-D. It's a moderon. It's not even close. And it was a two-man ately old Supreme Court case, and it says
hit team that killed him from the fire station even if you were not actually guilty and you
dormitory. It wasn't the flophouse, and it
were pristinely innocent, you may plead
wasn't in those bushes. So, yeah, I got into
guilty to the charge if you think that doing so
the deep details of Dr. King in that three-four is in your best interest under all the circumyear period that case was kicking around in
stances, as you know them to be, and you are
front of me.
doing so freely, voluntarily, understandingly,
knowingly, advisedly, and intelligently. So
R: So you wer e saying that J ames Ear l
Ray had gone through all of these.

B

ut there was something that came up.
Modern scientific methodology took
away one further necessary element.
All of these things had to be there and the
state had to have a reasonable factual basis
upon which to proceed otherwise. The thing
the state relied upon was the rifle, but modern scientific methodology excluded that rifle
from being the murder weapon. The bullet
they pull out of King's body has a rate of
rifling twist of one turn in every 11 and a
quarter inches. The rifle that Ray had had a
rate of rifling twist of one turn in every 10
inches and a bad manufacturing defect that is
not apparent on the death slug. He was shot
with an XM21; it's a 762 x 51 NATO caliber
weapon with a special stainless barrel, a 3-9
telescopic site modified by a company
known as Leatherwood. It was a red Field
site and they used special subsonic ammunition with a suppressor on
the end to reduce the
velocity of the bullet to
below supersonic to confuse the sound signature.
That shot came from the
dormitory through a
window that had been
slightly parted. They
were several feet inside.
It was a two-man hit team, a spotter and a
shooter.

See King—page 5
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Beauty in the Darkness of Struggle

by Travis Henderson El

Shattered Innocence at the hands of brutal blue and white shirts.
Left behind, abandoned and bleeding, entirely defeated,
too young to know how to fight in a capitalist world.
Pleading to God for protection with all my might.
Lost in the darkness, there is no light.
Years wasted, living damaged and broken surrounded by Sins of Silence.
Heart suffering, spirit shattered.
Deep within, Darkness Awakens, cultivating the shadow of defiance.
The polarization in personality destroys self-reliance.
The Monster of the prisoncrats leaves me bonded to violence.
Losing myself I could never do, but I understand why some men do.
A pretense of devious deceptions disregards any notion of discretion,
Because the struggle is real.
Dawn breaks, and the sunshine leaves my soul searching for the Lord of light.
I will surely be victorious in this courageous fight.
By Allah’s grace, I’m free again. Blessed, saved and cleansed of the scars.
Prison does something to us all, we are never the same—but redemption is my middle name.
Thriving in the fire with the spirit of Huey, George, Drew Ali and Garvey knocking on my door,
No longer defeated by the devil’s roar.
I submit to fear nobody but God’s wrath.
Peaceful and unbroken, I give my life for the youth and true peoples.
Because after the struggle, the body is
so
Beautiful.

Essential National Uplifting Fund

B

y now it is common knowledge
that America, while accounting
for only five percent of the global population, incarcerates more than
twenty one percent of the global prison
population. This American epidemic
known as mass incarceration
is the primary civil/human
rights issue of our day.
Allow me to introduce myself. I'm
Angela Bell, President of the Essential
National Uplifting Fund (ENUF). ENUF
is dedicated to ending mandatory minimum sentencing, LWOP, and other inhumane sentencing practices, and to

improving conditions of confinement for
Missouri state prisoners. To accomplish
these goals, ENUF seeks to fund lawsuits brought by Missouri prisoners,
aimed at systemic sentencing issues, or
systemic conditions of confinement issues, to fund organizations who
assist prisoners in addressing these
issues, and to fund initiative petitions promoting sentence reduction or
improved conditions of confinement.
It is our mission to help bring an end
to the era of mass incarceration. To offer
your support to ENUF, go to
www.gofundme.com/j3ec7p-enuf.

ENUF

Thank you for your time.
Aluta,
Mrs. Angela Bell, President, ENUF

This is a paid advertisement.
Editor’s Note: Please be advised that
ENUF is in the process of raising funds.
No funds are currently available, and no
services can be provided until funds
become available. Do not contact us if
you are looking for assistance at this
time. 

State Habeas Corpus Handbook Coming Soon!!

F

reedom is the primary human
right. It is the focal
point of every right
included in the Bill of Rights.
The writ of habeas corpus
was designed specifically for
the purpose of safeguarding
each individual's right to be
free from unlawful restraint.

By John Knowledge and ENUF
Our mission at ENUF is to combat mass
incarceration, which we
view as the primary civil
and human rights issue
of our day. To that end
we have written The
State Habeas Corpus
Handbook which details
the required procedures

for properly filing a petition for writ of
habeas corpus in Missouri. Our handbook also includes tear-out, easy to
use habeas corpus forms for your convenience. We hope that the information included in the handbook will
assist you as you fight to reclaim your
natural right to be free." 
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Winter Activities
December 2018
2
7
8
9
10

National CURE Lifers Conference Call
St. Louis CURE meeting: Welcome Home Cornell Jackson, Enoch Sellassie
CURE pot luck party at Hedy’s place
Meeting of MO CURE Grant Committee (Keith, Gloria, Angie, Hedy)
Human Rights Celebration: Keith Brown El and Hedy Harden were among those honored as
“Unsung Human Rights Heroes and Sheroes” at the Missouri History Museum in St. Louis.
17 KC CURE Meeting
20 Criminal Justice Ministries (CJM) Christmas Party (Shirley Miner, Angie, Hedy)
27 PCC NAACP Kwanzaa celebration (Angie, Hedy)
January 2019
4
Meeting with Carol Corey re Turning Point
5
Meeting of Grant committee (Gloria, Angie, Hedy)
7
Interim report filed regarding grant
11 Empower MO Smart Sentencing Conference Call (Michelle Smith)
21 Board meeting in Kansas City followed by KC CURE meeting
25 Board meeting in STL followed by CURE meeting: Welcome Lamar Sears, Ronnie (Axell) Amiyn
26 0BS 39th Anniversary Celebration (Keith, Angie, Hedy)
February
1, 8, 15, 22 Empower Missouri Smart Sentencing Conference Calls (Michelle Smith)
14 Meeting with Bill Reyland, Carol Corey, Angie & Hedy re CCHD grant work
18 Board meeting in Kansas City followed by CURE meeting
22 2019-20 CCHD grant application filed
23 Board meeting in St. Louis followed by CURE meeting
22 Rev. Dr. Vernon Howard spoke at event held at Martin Luther King Apartments in KCMO to
honor the renaming of Paseo Blvd. as Dr. Martin Luther King Blvd.

King from p.3

that sounds a little weird, but it's not uncommon. So he bled out from the nicked carotid
artery and they almost missed the shot. But
Ray was nowhere
around.

of reasons. I did talk to a Captain Tommy
Smith who retired as head of homicide for the
Memphis Police Department and was the first
That’s what he got killed by.
detective on the scene. He said the shot
If you shoot somebody at the close range
couldn't have been from the flophouse
of 50 or 60 yards with a 30 caliber rrifle anybecause there was a window that he
where in the torso, if the individual is standing R: So had he lived, you
was supposed to have fired the shot out
next to an emergency room, it's a nonwould have actually
of it, and he told me that there was a
survivable wound. But what they did is, they
found James Earl Ray
limb about 4 feet thick growing diagotook a headshot, they almost missed because
not guilty and released
nally through the window and you
the bullet was reduced in velocity, it hit king
him from prison?
couldn't even see the Lorraine Motel
on the right cheek, took out some molars,
JJB: Well, it would've
from that location. He said he came
wrecked his tongue, came out between his
back with crime scene in about an hour,
jaw, left the body, hit his clavicle, ricocheted been close; he had another involvement in this
and the whole tree had been cut down. and he
under the skin that covered the clavicle,
whole thing and that was that he was a willing found out there was a cut down order sent out
nicked his carotid artery, went over his right
part of what amounted to a conspiracy. He
to the sanitation department early that day, but
shoulder, down across the back and lodged
was one of about four or five alternative
they were on strike so they were not going to
between the left scapula and his back skin.
scapegoats, and they picked him for a number cut it down. 
The bullet never penetrated his thorax. Now
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The Newest Jim Crow
By Michelle Alexander, Opinion Columnist, New York Times Nov. 8, 2018

I

n the midterms, Michigan became
the first state in the Midwest to legalize marijuana, Florida restored
the vote to over 1.4 million people with
felony convictions, and Louisiana passed
a constitutional amendment requiring
unanimous jury verdicts in felony trials.
These are the latest examples of the astonishing progress that has been made in the
last several years on a wide range of criminal justice issues. Since 2010, when I
published “The New Jim Crow” — which
argued that a system of legal discrimination and segregation had been born again
in this country because of the war on
drugs and mass incarceration — there
have been significant changes to drug
policy, sentencing and re-entry, including
“ban the box” initiatives aimed at eliminating barriers to employment for formerly incarcerated people.
This progress is unquestionably good
news, but there are warning signs blinking
brightly. Many of the current reform efforts contain the seeds of the next generation of racial and social control, a system
of “e-carceration” that may prove more
dangerous and more difficult to challenge
than the one we hope to leave behind.
Bail reform is a case in point. Thanks
in part to new laws and policies — as well
as actions like the mass bailout of inmates
in New York City jails that’s underway —
the unconscionable practice of cash bail is
finally coming to an end. In August, California became the first state to decide to
get rid of its cash bail system; last year,
New Jersey virtually eliminated the use of
money bonds.

math destruction” as data scientist Cathy
O’Neil calls them — appear colorblind on
the surface but they are based on factors
that are not only highly correlated with
race and class, but are also significantly
influenced by pervasive bias in the criminal justice system.
As O’Neil explains, “It’s tempting to
believe that computers will be neutral and
objective, but algorithms are nothing more
than opinions embedded in mathematics.”
Challenging these biased algorithms
may be more difficult than challenging
discrimination by the police, prosecutors
and judges. Many algorithms are fiercely
guarded corporate secrets. Those that are
transparent — you can actually read the
code — lack a public audit so it’s impossible to know how much more often they
fail for people of
color.
Even if you’re
lucky enough to be
set “free” from a
brick-and-mortar jail
thanks to a computer
algorithm, an expensive monitoring device likely will be
shackled to your
ankle — a GPS tracking device provided
by a private company that may charge you
around $300 per month, an involuntary
leasing fee. Your permitted zones of
movement may make it difficult or impossible to get or keep a job, attend school,
care for your kids or visit family members. You’re effectively sentenced to an
open-air digital prison, one that may not
extend beyond your house, your block or
ut what’s taking the place of cash your neighborhood. One false step (or one
bail may prove even worse in the malfunction of the GPS tracking device)
will bring cops to your front door, your
long run. In California, a preworkplace, or wherever they find you and
sumption of detention will effectively
snatch you right back to jail.
replace eligibility for immediate release
Who benefits from this? Private corwhen the new law takes effect in October
porations.
According to a report released
2019. And increasingly, computer algolast month by the Center for Media Jusrithms are helping to determine who
tice, four large corporations — including
should be caged and who should be set
“free.” Freedom — even when it’s grant- the GEO Group, one of the largest private
prison companies — have most of the
ed, it turns out — isn’t really free.
private contracts to provide electronic
Under new policies in California,
monitoring for people on parole in some
New Jersey, New York, and beyond, “risk 30 states, giving them a combined annual
assessment” algorithms recommend to
revenue of more than $200 million just for
judges whether a person who’s been are-monitoring. Companies that earned milrested should be released. These advanced lions on contracts to run or serve prisons
mathematical models — or “weapons of
have, in an era of prison restructuring,

B

begun to shift
their business
model to add
electronic
surveillance
and monitoring of the
same population. Even if
old-fashioned
prisons fade
away, the profit margins of these companies will widen so long as growing numbers of people find themselves subject to
perpetual criminalization, surveillance,
monitoring and control.
Who loses? Nearly everyone. A recent analysis by a Brookings Institution
fellow found that “efforts to reduce recidivism through intensive
supervision are not working.” Reducing the requirements and burdens of
community supervision, so
that people can more easily hold jobs, care for children and escape the stigma
of criminality “would be a
good first step toward
breaking the vicious incarceration cycle,” the report said.
Many reformers rightly point out that
an ankle bracelet is preferable to a prison
cell. Yet I find it difficult to call this progress. As I see it, digital prisons are to
mass incarceration what Jim Crow was to
slavery.
If you asked slaves if they would rather live with their families and raise their
own children, albeit subject to “whites
only” signs, legal discrimination and Jim
Crow segregation, they’d almost certainly
say: I’ll take Jim Crow. By the same token, if you ask prisoners whether they’d
rather live with their families and raise
their children, albeit with nearly constant
digital surveillance and monitoring,
they’d almost certainly say: I’ll take the
electronic monitor. I would too. But hopefully we can now see that Jim Crow was a
less restrictive form of racial and social
control, not a real alternative to racial
caste systems. Similarly, if the goal is to
end mass incarceration and mass criminalization, digital prisons are not an answer.
They’re just another way of posing the
question.
See E-carceration p. 7
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E-carceration from p. 6

S

ome insist that e-carceration is “a
step in the right direction.” But
where are we going with this? A
growing number of scholars and activists
predict that “e-gentrification” is where
we’re headed as entire communities become trapped in digital prisons that keep
them locked out of neighborhoods where
jobs and opportunity can be found.
If that scenario sounds far-fetched,
keep in mind that mass incarceration
itself was unimaginable just 40 years ago
and that it was born partly out of wellintentioned reforms — chief among them
mandatory sentencing laws that liberal
proponents predicted would reduce disparities in sentencing. While those laws
may have looked good on paper, they
were passed within a political climate
that was overwhelmingly hostile and
punitive toward poor people and people
of color, resulting in a prison-building
boom, an increase in racial and class
disparities in sentencing, and a quintu-
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pling of the incarcerated population.
heavily investing in quality schools, job
Fortunately, a growing number of
creation, drug treatment and mental
advocates are organizing to ensure that
health care in the least advantaged comimportant reforms, such as ending cash
munities rather than pouring billions into
bail, are not replaced with systems that
their high-tech management and control.
view poor people and people of color as Fifty years ago, the Rev. Dr. Martin Lulittle more than commodities to be
ther King Jr. warned that “when mabought, sold,
chines and computers, profit
Digital prisons are to mass motives and property rights
evaluated and
managed for
incarceration what Jim are considered more important
profit. In July,
than people, the giant triplets
Crow was to slavery.
more than 100
of racism, extreme materialcivil rights,
ism and militarism are incapafaith, labor, legal and data science groups ble of being conquered.” We failed to
released a shared statement of concerns
heed his warning back then. Will we
regarding the use of pretrial risk assess- make a different choice today?
ment instruments; numerous bail reform
groups, such as Chicago Community
Michelle Alexander became a New York
Bond Fund, actively oppose the expanTimes columnist in 2018. She is a civil
sion of e-carceration.
rights lawyer and advocate, legal scholar
f our goal is not a better system of and author of “The New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindmass criminalization, but instead
ness.” 
the creation of safe, caring, thriv-

I

ing communities, then we ought to be

Who Profits from Sex Offenders on Parole?

M

ichelle Alexander has written a
compelling and illuminating
description of the latest “Jim
Crow” and how private companies will
make super-profits from those facing ecarceration. It’s like a sci-fi story come
true in our age. I’d like to
point out another example
of what once might have
seemed bizarre, but that
has become terribly real.
Sex offenders are
society’s latest pariah.
With the move to depopulate prisons of nonviolent
prisoners, many more of them will be
released in the months and years to come.
But what kind of freedom is it to be overburdened with monetary charges related
to release on parole?
A friend of mine has a son who was
recently released in St. Louis. He must

by Hedy Harden

attend weekly classes for the duration of
his parole and pay $150.00 each week for
the privilege. He is required to have
monthly counseling and for that he must
pay another $150.00 each month until off
parole. He must undergo Lie Detector
Tests as ordered
(monthly or every 3
months, at the discretion
of his parole officer),
and he must pay another
$250.00 for each test.
Other requirements are specific to
each parolee based on
their crime. In this case, my friend must
pay $250.00 to take a class herself for 6
months to make it possible for her son to
be in the presence of children he is related
to. If she misses one class, she has to
start over. After completion, she must
then be present with him whenever a

child is present. He also has to Register
every 90 days.
I’ve heard other horror stories of this
type. Nowadays many sex-offenders are
on lifetime parole. A friend in Kansas
City has been on parole for 30 years with
no end in sight.
ow can any sane person expect a
former prisoner to acclimate to
society with the stigma of a sex
crime, to find a decent job and place to
live while paying such exorbitant bills to
the state?
Missouri claims to be investing millions into fighting recidivism and helping
parolees readjust. But who is profiting
from all these fees and charges? What is
the rationale behind this set-up?
If you disregard this because you’re
not a sex offender and it doesn’t affect
you, look out! They’ll be coming for you
next. 

to register have already served a debt to
society with a (most likely) harsh sentence of incarceration. Many are just
WAR notes that thr ee other wise
positive bills (HB’s 113, 304 and 352) all trying to build a decent law-abiding life.
exclude sex offenders required to register. But laws that exclude prior sex offenders
when all evidence points to the contrary
Numerous studies have proven the
are just making the problem worse; these
ineffectiveness of the Registry; that it
laws play on the fears of unknowing citiprovides a false sense of security, that it
zens and grow the stigma against almost
pushes registrants into unemployment,
one million people required to register
homelessness, family separation, and to
and countless more innocent family memfeelings of desperation. Those required
bers.

WAR asks that legislator s suppor t
an amendment to these bills removing the
sex offender exclusion.

Women Against Registry

H

I

n addition, WAR requests that legislators vote against HB 597, which
imposes a class D misdemeanor for
every night that a registrant stays at a
hotel or other lodging establishment without informing the establishment that he/
she is a registered sex offender. 
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2019 Criminal Justice Legislation

(updated 2/20/19)

HB 64 Unsicker, Sarah (D) Abolishes the death penalty (Support) Last Action: 1-10-19 H Read second time.
HB 113 Smith, Cody (R) Allows the court to depart from minimum sentencing provisions in certain circumstances. (Support)
Last Action: Passed full House; reported to Senate and read first time 2/21/19.
HB 152 Ellington, Brandon (D) Modifies when a person may be eligible for parole if such person was under 21 years of age
when the offense was committed and was sentenced after January 1, 1976. (Support) Last Action: 1-10-19 H Read second time.
HB 153 Ellington, Brandon (D) Requires the Department of Corrections to perform specified actions to improve the ability of
working inmates to obtain employment upon release from incarceration. (Support) Last Action: 1-10-19 H Read second time.
HB 154 Ellington, Brandon (D) Establishes the Missouri Innocence Commission (Support)
Last Action: 1-10-19 H Read second time.
HB 192 DeGroot, Bruce (R) Removes imprisonment as penalty for failure to pay fines
(Support) Last Action: Passed full House; perfected 2/27/19.
HB 195 Neely, James( R) Allows a court to reduce a life without parole sentence to a sentence of life with eligibility for parole in certain circumstances. (Support)
Last Action: Public hearing completed before House Special Committee on CJ 2/21/19;
need to contact committee members to urge vote out of committee.
HB 230 Dinkins, Chris (R) would allow Corrections Department records to be closed and exempt from Sunshine Law. Passed
House 2/7/19. (Oppose) Remarks: This is a very dangerous bill. Urge Senators to vote against it.
HB 304 Roberts, Steve (D) Provides that certain mandatory minimum sentences may be discretionary and creates provisions
when a person is eligible for a parole hearing. (Support) Last Action: 1-10-19 H Read second time.
HB 352 Hannegan, Tom (R) Authorizes the early parole of certain offenders over the age of sixty -five. (Support)
Last Action: Passed full House, perfected, placed on informal calendar 2/27/19.
HB 353 Hannegan, Tom (R) Provides that a person cannot be sentenced to death if he or she raises the issue that he or she
suffered from a serious mental illness at the time of the commission of the offense. (Support) Last Action: 1-10-19 H Read second time.
HB 430 Hurst, Tom (R) would require prisoners to perform hard labor (Oppose) Last Action: 1-10-19 H Read second time.
HB 520 Roden, Shane (R) Creates the offense of failure to prosecute. (Oppose) Remarks: Creates a new crime to use as a
weapon against prosecuting attorneys who are promoting criminal justice reform and being "smart on crime" instead of just
"tough". Last Action: Referred to General Laws committee 2/11/19.
SB 8 Emery, Ed (R) Allows courts to depart from a statutorily required minimum prison term when sentencing a defendant
(Support) Last Action: 1-17-19 referred to Senate Judiciary Committee
SB 74 May, Karla (D) Modifies provisions relating to mandatory prison terms and eligibility for parole (Support)
Last Action: 1-22-19 referred to Senate Judiciary Committee.

State Priority: In Gov. Parson’s State of the State speech, he embraced criminal justice reform: “As a former sheriff
and law enforcement officer for over 22 years, I understand, firsthand, the importance of reentry programs and alternative
sentencing. We need to be more efficient in these programs so we truly offer a second chance, AND, as Governor, I am NOT
interested in building more prisons.”
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The Struggle for Freedom

T

hroughout the annals of time there
have always existed the need to
challenge the "Powers that be",
but the will to do so has often been insufficient. There are those who scream from
rooftops and berate the deeds of those
with the ability to make decisions, yet
they fail to act when their own decisions
are required. What is this? In my opinion
this condition is severe enough to be classified as a "Stockholm Syndrome."
For those who don't realize what has
happened to them, or those around them,
the "... captives have come to love, appreciate and excuse the behaviors of their
captors." Unfortunately, many of those
who scream from rooftops are the
"SAMBOS" of our time. These are those
who wish for others to believe that they
are with you, fight for you, and have your
best interest at heart, when in fact greed
has consumed them. To these I say,
“CAVEAT EMPTOR”, and know that
the warning label says "do not consume."
They do nothing more than chase the
flashing lights of the ambulance, wanting
to be seen. Brothers and Sisters of the
Struggle, know that the time is upon us to
seize the moment and reap the fruits of
this season's harvest laying right before
our feet. There are no excuses left, and
what that means is, if you are making an
excuse for your oppressor this fight is not
for you. In the spirit of the great and legendary Harriett Tubman, everyone held
captive did not know that they were
slaves. And like Uncle Tom, you who

Sugar Land, TX

R

emains of 95 Black Prisoners
found at Imperial
Sugar Prison Farm,
where a convict leasing
program existed after the
Civil War, have put a new
focus on the brutal history
of the state’s convictleasing system and the use
of prisoners to make money
for the prisons. The January 25 Houston Chronicle
reported that Texas prisoners picked cotton under
scorching sun and endured
severe whippings. Douglas Blackmon,
author of “Slavery by Another Name,”

by Brother Lonnie Lockhart Bey

believe in the legality of slavery, your
fight is for better conditions, not freedom.
The fight for freedom requires
understanding your oppressor and your
mission. This is when you look inward
and know that your initial
struggle commences with
yourself. Your core beliefs
are the real oppressors.
Wait, did you think that I
was talking about some
"suit and tie" sitting behind
a desk, scheming, plotting
and planning? Understand
this: What man or woman
needs a leash when the
beast has been trained to
bark upon command? I'm
speaking of the oppressor
that stands guard at the windows of your
heart feeding you weaknesses of instability and inconstancy, feeding your wolf
insecurity and loathing. We have become
slaves to the thoughtless, feasting on a
basket of excuses. How can you claim to
want something that you can't even imagine? THE NATURE OF THE MIND IS
TO BECOME WHAT IT THINKS.
Whatever source your heart and mind are
feeding from, you will eventually become.
In conclusion, one should examine
the heart and determine what's important,
because our thoughts are our real terrors
preventing us from moving in the right
direction. We must stop making excuses,
which details the convict-leasing system
in the South, said “The injuries to those
men and the things that the archeologists
are going to be able to explain about
their hunger, their
musculature, the
abuses and
the scars
and the
damages to
their bones
… all of
those
things, they
tell a story,
whether we
ever know their names or not.”

yet spending our time playing games and
joyriding through life as if the things and
people that we love will be there forever.
Every morning that I'm blessed to wake
up I thank my Creator, and the next
breath is spent in networking, trying to
find ways of eradicating the
strangleholds of the industrial
complex. Never give in to the
complacency of fear, nor welch
under the pressures of the struggle. Show the world who you
are, not by what you say, but by
what your struggle consists of.
Say what you must, but
know that your actions will ultimately speak for all that you are.
Brothers and Sisters, a man can
be no more than what he/she
knows. Slavery ended over 150
years ago, yet there remain silent murmurs claiming that "... they did this to us"
during slavery. Truly there was nothing
nice about the conditions of slavery, nor
is there about the monsters that made it
happen. However, time has done one
thing if nothing else, replacing ignorance
with opportunity. We often quote that
"knowledge is power," seeking to sound
prolific. Well, let me add to that statement in an attempt to clarify: ORGANIZED KNOWLEDGE IS POWER. Just
having knowledge means nothing more
than you are a fool being trained to jump
through the hoop, while employing that
knowledge gives one the ability to
change their conditions. 
On a place once known as the
“Hellhole on the Brazos,” Sugar plantation owners Ed Cunningham and L.A.
Ellis leased prisoners from the state
from 1878 to 1883. By any account,
they were multimillionaires by the end
of their lease.
The Sugar Land countryside where
the convicts toiled was described as a
“low, mosquito-infested swamp,” where
bayous held alligators and other
“noisome creepers.”
“Convicts labored barelegged in wet
sugar cane fields, dying like flies in the
periodic epidemics of fevers.”
More than 200 historians, some
from Ivy League institutions, signed a
statement urging local officials to maintain the historical significance of the
remains. 
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Address to PCC NAACP December 27, 2018

by Hedy Harden

Looking Forward to a New Day

I

t’s good to be here with you guys
again. Angie and I would like to
wish you a happy Kwanzaa.
How many of you are members of
Missouri CURE? How many of you
read our newsletter?
You may have noticed that the Autumn issue is very late. I’d like to explain. After 5 years, we lost our free
printing. A member who works there
and got it for us recently filed an EEOC
complaint against her employer for age
discrimination, followed by a lawsuit.
As a result, they will no longer print out
newsletter for free. They quoted a price
of some $660.00 to print and mail one
issue. That’s not counting the postage,
which we pay. This is way beyond our
budget. So we’ve been scrambling to
come up with an alternative that won’t
break the bank.
This issue has been ready to go
since December 1, with nowhere to send
it. We’ve been looking into purchasing
our own equipment and doing all the
work ourselves, which is a daunting prospect. We finally got the current issue
copied and did the other processing ourselves. It was mailed out on Christmas

Day, so it should be arriving soon. If
you’re up to date with your dues, be sure
to let us know if you don't receive it.
Also, note the date printed above your
name. That’s the date your membership
expires. We have had to eliminate all
those who aren’t paid up due to financial
concerns. It may also be necessary to
cut our current 12 page newsletter down
to 8 pages to avoid extra postage.

challenging review of the Good-Time
Credit statute as well as the DOC policies surrounding Good-Time Credit.
Rep. Franks and the DOC share a common goal when it comes to improving
and actively utilizing Good-Time Credit.
“On August 28, 2018, Section
217.690, the statute that empowers the
Missouri Parole Board to make parole
decisions for offenders
confined in the Department
of Corrections, was
n another note,
changed. This change was
you may have
one of the many provisions
heard that State
of House Bill 1355, which
Rep. Bruce Franks Jr.
Representative Franks suphas been working with
ported, and (which) reDirector Precythe to
quires the use of a validatreinstate good time.
ed risk assessment tool for
The details are not clear as yet, but it
offenders. The DOC, as part of the
appears this will be a good development Justice Re-Investment Initiative, and in
for prisoners who are working hard to
consultation with the Council on State
gain release. Unfortunately I haven’t
Governments, adopted the Ohio Risk
heard talk of any changes for those on
Assessment System, otherwise known as
death row.
the ORAS.”
According to the Missouri Times of
I believe you’re going to see some
December 12, “During the last several
changes beginning in the coming year.
months, at the urging of Rep. Franks, the Meanwhile, stay strong and keep hope
DOC undertook a comprehensive and
alive. A luta continua. Uhuru Sasa! 

O

Closing of Crossroads Correctional Center (CRCC)

G

overnor Parson and DOC Director
Anne Precythe have announced
that the 1,440-bed CRCC in Cameron will close. Hundreds of prisoners
have already been transferred to other
prisons, leaving a current population of
900, according to Gov. Parson. Most of
the remaining prisoners will be transferred to the adjacent Western Missouri
facility after half of it is upgraded to handle maximum-security inmates. Western
has a capacity of 1,975 beds, with more
space for programming and education.
Adding a new lethal fence around the
perimeter will cost at least $3 million.
The estimated $20.6 million saved
from the closure will allow for additional
salary increases over the 3 percent that
Parson is proposing in his budget.
Precythe said correctional officers would
receive an additional 1 percent increase
for every two years of service in an attempt to reward senior employees. The
average salary for prison guards is

$31,300, among the lowest in the nation.
The low pay has led to a high turnover
rate and was blamed for the so-called riot
that occurred in May 2018.
The disturbance started when 209
prisoners refused to return to their housing units
after the
evening
meal. The
men were
protesting
the complete
lack of programming
and reduced
time for
meals and recreation (which includes exercise, law library time, and other necessary activities). A few of the men managed to get hold of a forklift and caused
major damage to dining halls, the kitchen
and storage areas. No staff members
were injured. The entire prison has been

on lockdown since May, with slow increases in time permitted outside the cells
and finally up to one hot meal a day.
Closing of the prison, according to
DOC, was made possible by a reduction
in the Missouri prison population.
Precythe said the current population
of 30,196 is down from a high of
more than 33,000 a few years ago.
She attributes the decrease to changes
in the state’s criminal code that went
into effect in 2017, resulting in fewer
people being sentenced to prison. In
addition, a pilot program has been
launched as part of the Justice Reinvestment program, aimed at keeping
people from returning to prison after
release. Missouri has developed options
to help contain Corrections spending and
to reinvest in strategies that can reduce
recidivism. The $5 million program is
expected to increase another million if
Gov. Parson’s budget proposal is successful. 
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Eighth Circuit Affirms Class-Action Status for Lawsuit Against Missouri
Department of Corrections for Lack of Hepatitis C Treatment

T

he class action lawsuit regarding
the inadequacy of Hepatitis C
(HCV) medical care in Missouri’s
prisons has the green light to resume in
federal District Court. More than 4,500
inmates under the supervision, care, and
custody of the Missouri Department of
Corrections are infected with HCV, the
infectious disease that kills the most
Americans annually. The exact number
of infected inmates is unknown because
of a lack of routine testing. Drugs that
cure well over 90 percent of HCV infections have been on the market since
2014. Yet, Corizon and the prison system
have provided those drugs to less than
one-half of one percent of inmates in
their custody known to have HCV.
In 2016, the Roderick & Solange
MacArthur Justice Center of Missouri
(MJC) and the ACLU of Missouri jointly
filed a lawsuit on behalf of incarcerated
Missourians suffering from untreated
chronic HCV. In July 2017, the Western
District Court granted class certification
permitting the class action lawsuit to
proceed. The District Court defined the
class as:
All those individuals in the custody
of MDOC, now or in the future, who
have been, or will be, diagnosed with
chronic HCV, as that term is defined
medically, but who are not provided

treatment with direct acting antiviral
(DAA) drugs.
The defendants (including MDOC
and its medical provider, Corizon) appealed the granting of class certification
to the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals
and the District Court case was stayed
pending that appeal. On December 6,
2018, the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed the class certification decision. The defendants filed a petition for
rehearing and/or rehearing en banc,

If you are a member of the class, as
defined above, you do not need to take
any further action to become a member
of the class. In addition, if you are a class
member, MJC and ACLU of Missouri
are automatically your attorneys for purposes of the class-wide relief sought in
the lawsuit, and correspondence with
MJC or ACLU of Missouri regarding the
lawsuit is protected by the attorney-client
privilege. Class members are reminded
that since the lawsuit seeks only prospective, injunctive relief on behalf of class
members (not money damages), they
cannot opt out of the class. To be clear,
class members do have the right to seek
money damages if they would like to do
so; however, they would have to do so on
their own or with attorneys other than
class counsel. Therefore, class members
are encouraged to exhaust all IRR and
which the Eighth Circuit denied on Janu- grievance procedures with respect to this
ary 11, 2019. The Eighth Circuit issued
issue.
its formal mandate on January 28, 2019.
If you have any questions about how
In light of this decision from the
the case may impact you, you are invited
to reach out in writing to class counsel at
Eighth Circuit, the case will resume in
front of Judge Laughrey in the Western
the MacArthur Justice Center, 3115 S.
District of Missouri. On February 11, the Grand Blvd., Suite 300, St. Louis, MO
parties submitted a joint proposed
63118, or ACLU of Missouri, 906 Olive
amended scheduling order which includ- Street, Suite 1130, St. Louis, MO 63101.
ed, among other things, a new trial date
As a reminder, please clearly label such
and suggested deadlines for conducting
correspondence as Legal Mail. 
discovery in the case.

Federal Judge Certifies Class Action Lawsuit against Parole System for
Unconstitutionally Re-incarcerating Thousands Annually
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 7, 2019
Contact: Amy Breihan
Phone: 314 254 8540 Email:
amy.breihan@macarthurjustice.org

of seven parolees and a class of similarly
situated individuals.
The lawsuit (Gasca v. Precythe) alleges the Missouri Department of Corrections (MDOC) and its Division of Probation and Parole (Parole Board) ignore
decades-old constitutional standards in
t. Louis – A federal court has
conducting parole revocation proceedcertified a class-action lawsuit
ings, resulting in
alleging the State of Missouri
the unlawful rere-incarcerates thousands of people in
incarceration of
defiance of U.S. Supreme Court rulings
thousands of peoguaranteeing that parolees receive certain
ple every year.
due process protections when states con“The U.S. Supreme Court has given
sider depriving them of their liberty due
very clear direction about what paroling
to alleged parole violations.
Judge Stephen R. Bough in the U.S. authorities have to do to ensure that those
District Court for the Western District of on community supervision receive meaningful due process before they are thrown
Missouri granted class certification in a
case filed in 2017 by the MacArthur Jus- back behind bars,” said Amy Breihan,
tice Center (MJC) of Missouri on behalf Director of the MJC’s Missouri office.

S

“Yet in Missouri we see an unfair and
fundamentally flawed parole revocation
system that results in thousands being
reincarcerated for minor violations without being informed of or provided their
full constitutional rights.”
The rate of incarceration in Missouri
is among the highest in the nation, due in
part to the inability of parolees to present
evidence in fair hearings and challenge
even such minor allegations as missing a
meeting with a parole officer or loss of a
job – occurrences that often do not
amount to willful violations. The Parole
Board considers parole revocation for
over 6,000 individuals each year without
offering anyone an attorney, and it conducts almost no hearings before revocation, according to the lawsuit.
See Parole p. 12

Missouri CURE

P.O. Box 28931
St. Louis MO 63132

Fight Mass Incarceration—and CURE the Madness!
Disclaimer: The articles in this newsletter are for informational purposes only. Nothing in this newsletter is intended to
“promote, incite or advocate disorder or the violation of state or federal law, nor to promote, incite, advocate, facilitate or
otherwise present a risk of lawlessness, violence, anarchy or rebellion against a government authority”…or any of the other
ridiculous excuses that the Department of Corrections frequently uses to reject Turning Point, the newsletter of Missouri
CURE, simply because they don’t want prisoners to have access to the information we are trying to provide.

Parole from p. 11

“Perhaps the most shocking
aspect of the flawed parole revocation in Missouri is that these
parolees are never told that they
might have the right to an attorney, let alone provided with
one,” said MJC attorney Megan
Crane.
“This ruling reflects the systemic nature of the problem in
Missouri,” Breihan said.

“Freedom has been taken
away from thousands of Missourians, and taxpayers pay the bill
for the unnecessary incarceration
and damage done to the lives of
the parolees, their families, and
their communities. This should
be a wake-up call to MDOC and
its Parole Board that they can no
longer avoid their constitutional
obligations to the citizens they
supervise.” 

Many thanks to the following people for
their generous contributions: James Cody, Tyrone Coleman, Julius Collins, Ozie Collins, D. Hill,
Steven Hoffman, Gerald Hopkins, Marvin Huntley Bey,
Mark Kilmartin, Stan McCoy, Roosevelt Price Jr., Alden
Redfield, Bryan Roberson, and Darney Towers. Special
thanks to Carol Corey for her gift of $875.00. 

Hole Time Resources from Douglas Knakmuhs

I

Date
Name/ID#
Facility
Address
City

Asante!

’ve been in touch with a wonderful program run by the
people at Cornell University
Library that I think you
should look into. They offer many
programs to incarcerated persons
throughout the country—mostly
writing programs, art programs, a
chess club, song writing, poetry
projects and also a “building a book”
program. The website is www.prisonerexpress.org and the address is
Prisoner Express, 127 Anabel Taylor
Hall, Ithaca NY 14853-1001.

Join Missouri CURE!

I’m a very creative person and
the programs they offer have helped
me find an outlet while I’m in the
hole. I think if you put something in
the newsletter about this program,
prisoners throughout Missouri would
really enjoy what they have to offer.
It’s all free, too.
I found another really good free
educational reentry guide from John
Jay College of Criminal Justice. I
wrote them at Prisoner Reentry
Institute, 524 W. 59th St., Suite 609B
BMW, New York NY 10019.

State

Zip

Phone
E-mail
Please check the annual membership
type:
□ Prisoner
$2.00 
□ Individual
□ Lifetime

$10.00
$100.00

□ Donation $
 or 5 stamps welcome if allowed.
□ New Member

Renewal

□

Email is pri@jjay.cuny.edu. I requested and received a
booklet called “Back To School: A Guide to Continuing
Your Education after Prison.” It was free and very informative, probably the best guide for furthering your
education I’ve ever seen.
The website is www.jjay.cuny.edu/prisoner-reentryinstitute. 

